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The holidays are here and we all want to spend time with our family and 

friends.  (Yet we awake to the reality of home projects, chores and yard 

work that has yet to be finished, just like any other month or season.)  In-

stead of allowing your household, partners, or spouse to worry about all of 

the needed projects in their yard this holiday season, offer them òA Day 

Out of the Yard.ó 

ELM Gift Certificates are available all year around and are incredibly popu-

lar throughout the holiday season.  Those who have purchased our gift cer-

tificates are excited to offer their loved ones a special gift this year; a gift 

that allows one to gain time back with their loved ones.  It allows for a 

stress free and relaxing holiday season! 

Give the gift of time!  Call us today at (770) 745-9226, and we will put a 

customized holiday gift certificate together for your household, partners or 

spouse.  

Let us suggest a $75.00 value to be used for leaf clean-up, debris removal, 

or just a lawn care maintenance visit.  You will be surprised at the response 

you get from this gesture. 
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Serving Atlantaé  

One Acre at a Time! 

¶ Power Mowing 

¶ Trimming 

¶ Edging 

¶ Granular Fertilizer Applications 

¶ Blowing 

¶ Aerating 

¶ Over Seeding 

¶ Leaf Clean-up 

¶ Mulching 

¶ Pruning 

¶ Pine Straw 

¶ Bed Definition 

¶ Lawn Care & Landscape Maintenance 

 

 

 

 

¶ Outdoor Lighting & Hardscapes 

¶ Irrigation & Water Ponds 

¶ Drainage Solutions & More 

¶ Decks, Patios, & Walkways 

 

 

 

 

¶ Fencing & Retaining Walls 

¶ Skid Steer Service (Excavation, 

Trenching, Ground Prep...) 

www.ELM -ATL.com 

Call Tiffanie today, to 

create your personalized 

gift certificate for the 

holidays. 

(770) 745-9226 



Choosing the Perfect Gift  
Written by Joyce Boss, YHL 

Cooks Delight 

Everything your favorite chefs 

will need for winter soups, 

stews, and roasts, all growing 

in one Holiday Herb Basket 

Garden.  For more information, 

please contact www.redenvelope.com 

or do it yourself. 
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recipient will feel special knowing that you 
cared enough to give something truly per-
sonal.  The perfect gift should convey òI 
though of you as soon as I saw this.ó 

The appropriateness of a gift refers to the rela-
tionship you have with the recipient.  A 
gold bracelet may be perfect for a close 
family member but would be far too ex-
travagant for a casual friend or co-worker.  
Remember, each gift sends a message.  
Make sure the message conveyed is fitting 
to the relationship.  Embarrassment can 
quickly arise if the giftõs message has been 
misinterpreted or if it is ill-suited for the 
occasion.  A perfect gift always stays within 
the boundaries. 

The generosity of your time, effort, and crea-
tivity often can be more memorable to the 
receiver than buying the most lavish gift.  
The perfect gift doesnõt fall under any par-
ticular price range, and it doesnõt have to 
come with a famous label.  It can be taking 
the time to create something by hand, make 
the effort to find the last piece for a special 
collection, or giving of your time so a new 
set of parents can have a few romantic eve-
nings alone.  Gifts of generosity are perfect 
because weõre giving ourselves. 

The characteristics of selflessness is a gift truly 
from the heart.  Itõs given purely for the 
happiness and fulfillment of the recipient, 
without the expectation of anything in re-
turn.  It is not given to impress others or 
for boasting purposesñits simple objective 
is in pleasing the receiver.  An example 
would be a husband giving his wife tickets 
for a Broadway musical sheõs been longing 
to see, even though the husband thoroughly 
despises musicals. 

Remember that the gift you give is more 
than a box containing a presentñit con-
tains your thoughts about the recipient.  
Monetary value isnõt the key.  If you hand 
someone a gift that expresses how special 
he or she truly is, you are handing him or 
her a perfect giftñone that will be remem-
bered for a lifetime. 

THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS UPON US.  
No matter what holiday you observe, 
chances are that in the next month you will 
show your love and appreciate to family and 
friends by giving each one a gift. 

Although we look forward to watching our 
loved ones light up with delight as they un-
wrap their presents, the time spent  search-
ing for those perfect gifts often can dimin-
ish any feeling of glad tidings before the 
holiday even arrives.  With frustration set-
ting in and time rapidly vanishing, many 
shoppers lose sight of a presentõs purpose 
and the message it portrays and instead  
focus blindly on obtaining anything that 
could qualify as a gift. 

When acquiring items for those precious 
people in your life, it is important to focus 
on the recipient and what he or she would 
appreciate.  It may seem efficient to buy 
everyone on your list an object that you 
would like for yourself, but this style of giv-
ing rarely results in a personalized present. 

With that in mind, here are some helpful 
ideas and characteristics to consider in de-
termining an acquisition that will be 
òperfectó for its recipient. 

Your gifts should make the recipient aware 
that you had him or her in mind when pick-
ing it out.  According to gift-giving expert 
Sherri Athay, the best gifts have certain 
characteristicsñperceptiveness, appropri-
ateness, generosity, and selflessnessñthat 
can help you in your decision-making proc-
ess. 

Perceptiveness is understanding the tastes and 
needs of the recipient.  Have you ever re-
ceived a gift that makes you wonder 
whether the giver even knows you?  This is 
a crucial factor in gift-giving.  Make a list of 
the personõs hobbies, interests, or favorite 
things.  Perhaps a rare type of bulb or gar-
dening magazine subscription for the gar-
dener, bath salts and scented candles for an 
overworked friend, or a gift basket of wine 
and cheeses for the wine connoisseur.  The 

To a Tea 

Present the  

tea-lover on 

your list with 

the ultimate 

tea experience.  For more infor-

mation, please visit 

www..letsdotea.com or call 888-

695-5552 . 

Copper Backyard Firepit 

For those who love sharing 

outdoor evenings with family 

and friends..  For more informa-

tion, please contact 

www.walmart.com or visit your local 

Walmart location. 



From the desk of Matthew B. Teel  
rimeter of the canopy to a 

suggested length.  Thinning 

refers to removing any com-

peting leaders the tree may 

have from within the speci-

men.  Donõt forget to prac-

tice the 45 degree angle rule 

while pruning.  As far as 

timing is concerned, I prefer 

to wait until the end of 

January before pruning 

these particular specimens.  

In our region, you do not 

want to prune these trees 

too early because this may 

encourage new growth and 

therefore be harmful to the 

tree once winter arrives.  

Follow these techniques for 

a healthy and vigorous tree 

and enjoy those summer 

blooms! 

Another area that is often 

overlooked in the winter is 

turf fertilization and weed 

control (one of the most 

important, in my opinion).  

Establishing a punctual and 

reliable turf fertilization pro-

gram for your property is 

essential for a healthy look-

ing lawn.  Today, there are a 

wide variety of turf fertiliz-

ers on the market.   Make 

sure to do your research and 

stick with what works.  Letôs 

cover a few termsé. Pre-

emergent is a product that is 

used to prevent weeds from 

becoming established.  Post-

emergent is a product that is 

used to attack weeds that 

are currently growing.  In 

order to effectively control a 

property and achieve great 

results, these two different 

types of products can be 

used together.  Winter Lim-

ing is also a good practice 

for a healthy looking lawn.  

Be sure to read all label in-

structions before applying 

any chemical, granular or 

liquid, to your property. 

I hope these techniques and 

procedures are helpfulé 

And to all of our faithful 

ELM customers, I person-

ally want to thank each and 

every one of you for making 

2009 another successful 

year.  It has been our pleas-

ure to have you as a part of 

the ELM Family.  I look 

forward to another great 

year with all of you.  Ready 

or not, here comes 2010!  

See you next year!!  Happy 

Holidays!!! 

Well, itõs that time of year 

again.  Wow!!  Can you be-

lieve it?  Another year has 

almost come and gone and 

it looks Mother Nature has 

definitely replenished her 

waters.  With the season 

change comes colder tem-

peratures.  Some people 

tend to feel that the lawn 

care responsibilities cease to 

exist in the winter; however, 

if a few key procedures are 

overlooked or neglected, 

you could end up with a not 

so desirable yard come 

spring.  Here are a few tips 

(and popular misconcep-

tions) regarding winter time 

lawn care. 

Letõs talk about Crape Myr-

tles.  First of all, it is not 

mandatory to prune these 

great looking specimens, but 

here are a couple of pruning 

techniques you can follow 

when you do choose to 

prune them.  Primarily, 

there are two pruning meth-

ods for tree pruningé 

heading back and thinning. 

(And yesé they can be 

practiced together.)  Head-

ing back refers to properly 

trimming limbs on the pe-

ñAnd to all of our faithful 

ELM customers, I 

personally want to thank 

each and every one of you 

for making 2009 another 

successful year.  It has 

certainly been our 

pleasure to have you as a 

part of the ELM Family.ñ 
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Matthew B. Teel 

President 

(770) 403-1931 

Example: Heading Back  

Not Recommended: Crepe Murder 

Example: Thinning  


